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Roof-Top Garden at Marks

Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme
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Having become accustomed to valuing every square inch of space, Mark Pluhacek, founder and co-
owner of Marks Bistro in Dundee, hungrily eyed the flat roof top with access from the second floor and
envisioned a garden that could provide Marks’ kitchen with
fresh tomatoes and a wide selection of herbs, including all of
those of Simon and Garfunkle fame — parsley, sage, rosemary
and thyme. Now in its second year, the garden is flourishing,
as are Mark’s skills as a roof-top gardener. Even though this
year’s late spring arrival gave him a late start, the first roof-
top tomatoes were harvested in mid-July, with the fresh herbs
in use since June.

Mark designed and built the garden boxes and water-
ing system, assuring that the plants would relish the hot, mid- &
summer sun and grow to their maximum potential. With help [
from his wife, Kristin, and son, Leo, he planted the boxes in
May and has nursed them along with great care.

It is not unusual for passersby on the sidewalk to catch a glimpse of Chef James Davis harvesting
the freshest basil, thyme, rosemary and parsley for his culinary creations. Using the herbs in many of his
specials, he also uses them daily in regular menu items such as the bruschetta, caprese salad, and mussels,
not to mention bartender, Tim Kelly’s, use of the freshly harvested mint in his popular mojitos.

When passing by Marks, take a look up and see how the garden grows — you may catch a glimpse
of Mark tending his garden or Chef James reaping the harvest.

Chef James Davis harvesting herbs.

Mark tending the garden Mark tending the garden.



Joslyn Castle Literary Festival

All events are at the Joslyn Castle unless noted.

August 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7, 2013 — 7 p.m.

Scott and Zelda: Drama Duet — a dynamic dual the-
atrical evening - half with Zelda and half with F.
Scott - get both sides of the story

The one-woman drama about Zelda Fitzgerald is
"The Last Flapper." It is written by William Luce
(who wrote "The Belle of Amherst" and "Bronte"
which was the drama from the 2011 Joslyn Castle
Literary Festival) and stars Jill Anderson.

"Expensive Jazz” is a world-premiere drama com-
missioned for the festival. The one-man show is
written by Brendan Kelly and stars him. The drama
will run nightly, August 1 through August 7. Tickets
$30.

August 9 and 10, 2013 — 7 p.m.

The Speakeasy - This evening of dance, flappers,
music, hooch and frivolity rounds out the festival in
a colorful celebration of all that made the 20s roar!
Performance and Fitzgerald readings add texture.
Password is required for entry. Tickets $75.

August 10, 2013 at 2 pm and 5 pm

at Opera Omaha, 1850 Farnam Street

Gatsby Goes to the Opera -- Another exciting musi-
cal collaboration with Opera Omaha involves selec-
tions from John Harbison's 1999 opera based on F.
Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel The Great Gatsby.
Tickets $20 for general public; $15 for members of
Joslyn Castle or Opera Omaha subscribers

Tickets to all events can be purchased online at
www.joslyncastle.com or call 402-595-2199
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Targeted Advertising

and Much More!

Advertising in the Midtown Monitor not only
delivers your message to
over 4,000+ midtown residents,
it also helps promote midtown
neighborhood association,

non-profit and fundraising events.
To Promote Your Business to Midtown
Email: midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com

or

Call 402. 714.1016
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Presented by The University of Nebraska at Omaha

END OF SNIIMEK
CONCERT SERIES

FRIDAYS | AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 27 | 7 PM
FREECINHCERTS FREEPﬂRKﬂVG.

AUGUST 23 BILLY MCGUIGAN
AUGUST 30 TIM HALPERIN

SEPTEMBER 6 CHARLIE WORSHAM &
ERIC PASLAY

SEPTEMBER 13 OPERA OMAHA
SEPTEMBER 20 CHRIS MCCARTY
SEPTEMBER 27 THE SUGAR THIEVES

PRE-CONCERT ENTERTAINMENT BY-MUSICIANS AND PERFORMERS
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AF OMAHA—6:30 PM

Omaha
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Backyard Gardening with

Permaculture Gus Leslie Ann Christensen
When: Thursday, August 22nd from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Attorney at Law
Where: Paparazzi by Appointment (4871 NW Radial : Licensed in Nebraska & lowa
Hwy.) Ph: 402-934-6420
Fax: 402-934-6430
Join the Sierra Club for a look at a demonstration perma- Leslie@LeslieChristensenLaw.com
culture garden. Meet behind Gustave von Roenn’s studio, 3050 South 32nd Avenue
Paparazzi by Appointment, in the Benson neighborhood. Omaha, Nebraska 68105
The backyard of the studio features a small garden with www.LeslieChristensenlL.aw.com

many permaculture design features. In other words, it is
designed for sustainability. Learn about permaculture
from Gus, and see first-hand how it works. Sierra Club
programs are free and open to the public.

I mail subscriptions to the
Midtown Monitor

You can have the Monitor

For more information, visit: http://sierranebraska.org

emailed to you each

month for FREE
Oun Yalued Advertioens Just email

midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com to

Byron Reed Company
www.byronreedcompany.com 402-342-8100 C g
CBS Home Real Estate - Kathy Lanphier request a sub scription.

www kathylanphier@CBS.com  402-670-1040
Joslyn Castle Literary Festival

www joslyncastle.com 402-595-2199
Leslie Ann Cﬁristensen, Attorney at Law

www.LeslieChristensenLaw.com  402-934-6420
First Central Congregational Church

SHURSON
www firstcentral.org 402-345-1533 P .
Learning HQ bllShll’lg

www learninghq.com 402-763-8455
Luther Memorial Church
www.lmlchurch.org 402-551-4488 The Midtown Monitor is published monthly by
Maud Boutique Shurson Publishing Direct all advertising inquires to Ellen
wwwmaudboutique.com 402-708-3927 Shurson, Publisher at 402- 714-1016.
Midtown Crossing at Turner Park Brian Jenkins, Distribution Manager. The Midtown
www.midtowncrossing.com Monitor is distributed with the Dundee-Memorial Park Association
N.P. Dodge Real Estate, eff Rensch Newsletter, AEPNA and select midtown businesses.
WWW. mldtownprlces com 402-391-JEFF Send all articles for submission and press releases to
Oldenhuis Contractlng, Inc. (Preferred) e-mail to ellenshurson@gmail.com or mail
www.oldenhuiscontracting.com 402-573-8125 Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Ave, Omaha, NE 68131, to
Seasonal Gardens arrive by the 1st of the month preceding publication. Please
www.seasonalgardens.biz 402-213-4004 send articles as Word documents with photo as separate TIFF
T’s Pet Sitting or JPEG attachments. Content may be edited for clarity and
www.tspetsitting.com 402-305-6760 space considerations. No warranties of the products or servic-

es printed herein are expressed or implied by Shurson

Thev make this newsletter possible Publishing. Shurson Publishing reserves the right to reject
y p - unsuitable advertising or articles.

Please thank them for their SUPPOI‘t! To have the Midtown Monitor emailed to your home or
office. Email: midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com or pick up a
copy at select area businesses.
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City Leaders use the
“Good Neighbor” Ordinance

Ongoing alcohol-related problems at the edge of
the Old Market prompted the Omaha City Council to use
the “Good Neighbor” ordinance for the first time earlier
this month. The ordinance, approved by the council in
2012, uses the city’s zoning powers to set conditions
around alcohol-sales establishments that better reflect our
community standards, and allows the city more authority
to address problem outlets. The standards simply encour-
age businesses to be a good neighbor by not adversely
effecting or jeopardizing the public health, peace or safe-
ty of persons residing, working or using the surrounding
area.

This summer, police officers have had to deal
with several incidents involving bar patrons that have all
been located near 11th and Farnam, where the restaurant
and bar Maria Sangria serves food during the day and
early evenings, but becomes a nightclub on some nights.
The recent violence and crime in the Old Market raised
the concern of many about the area’s high density of alco-
hol outlets, and the outlet-related incidents that created
community havoc and drained our city’s police resources.
The business will have the opportunity to clean up their
business practices and abate the nuisances by adhering to
acts set forth by the City Planning Department within the
specified time frame. If they don’t abate the nuisance as
directed, the city council will have the ability to suspend
or revoke the certificate of occupancy.

The City’s first use of the “Good Neighbor” ordi-
nance sends a strong message to all alcohol-sales estab-
lishments across the city — you have a responsibility to be
a good neighbor, and the city is taking alcohol-related
problems seriously in an effort to improve public health
and safety, reduce crime, and provide cost savings to the
taxpayers of the city.

We continue to be focused on ensuring that the
city uses this valuable policy tool. We are asking neigh-
borhood representatives to help us document any prob-
lems they are having with alcohol-sales businesses in
their areas. With this documentation, we can help the city
craft a process that will help city leadership quickly and
efficiently address problems related to alcohol-sales
establishments before they get out of hand. To learn more

™ about LOCAL, the “Good
E Neighbor” ordinance or to report
— problems related to an alcohol-
sales establishment, check out
our website at
www.thelocalcampaign.com.

Midtown Monitor

Tour de Garden — Community

Garden Bicycle Tour
Sunday September 1st, 2013 9AM-12pm

Post ride garden party at Benson Community Garden

starting at 12pm
Haz

www.tourdegarden.com

The first Tour de
Garden was held in
September of 2012 and was
inspired by a conversation at
a National League of Cities
meeting in Chicago about the
vibrant cycling community of
Portland and the thriving community gardens in Omaha.
The discussion focused on how those two community
strengths (community gardens and bicycle transportation)
both empower a city and can complement each other.
From there the concept of a bike ride tour of community
gardens was hatched. The first ride featured seven com-
munity gardens (Benson Community Garden, The Big
Garden, City Sprouts, Dundee Community Garden,
Farnam Farm, Gifford Park Community Garden, and
Hands to Harvest Community Garden). Riders were wel-
comed at each garden by a range of refreshments and
were able to tour the garden space and learn more about
it. Tour de Garden 2013 scheduled for Sunday, September
1st 2013 will include additional sites, a salsa contest, have
a raffle, and a post-ride party at Benson Community
Garden! It is meant to be a fun ride celebrating commu-
nity, cycling and urban agriculture. Hop on your saddle
and join us for a one-of-a-kind bicycle adventure, visiting
some of Omaha’s finest community gardens.
www.tourdegarden.com

Visit
www.midtownmonitor.com

More community events, resources, neighbor-
hood association meeting information.

More opportunities for advertising your business
to Midtown!

To request a free email subscription to the
Midtown Monitor just email
midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com
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Green Omaha Coalition

Heartland Commuter Challenge

When: Thursday, August 1st through
Saturday, August 31st
from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Where: Omaha-Council Bluffs Area

The Heartland Commuter Challenge is an alternative
transportation challenge for Omaha-Council Bluffs area
employees. This is a biking, bus, carpool and walking
challenge aimed at educating the public about alternative
transportation and rewarding those who already use it!
Participants log commutes to be eligible for weekly raf-
fles, grand prizes and to help compete for the company
prize!

For more information and complete competition instruc-
tions, visit:
www. heartlandcommuterchallenge.com

Summer Is In Session

An international public art project will hit Omaha from
Aug. 24-Sept. 8, produced by Omaha Creative Institute.
The event, called Play Me, I’'m Yours, features 10 pianos
located across the metro that have been designed and dec-
orated by area artists. Passersby can enjoy the pianos and
play whatever they like during daylight hours.

Play Me I’m Yours

Where: Omaha Metro Area, Omaha, NE (US).
Date: Aug 24, 2013 - Sep 08, 2013
Time: 12:01 AM - 11:59 PM

Event description:

Play Me, I'm Yours is an international, interactive public art
project that orignated in the United Kingdom from artist
Luke Jerram.

INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION:
OmahaCreativelnstitute.org
QUESTIONS:
Rebecca@OmahaCreativelnsitute.org or 785.218.3061

Midtown Monitor

Benson Community Garden Event

Community Garden seeks Bands, Silent Auction items
for annual Oktoberfest celebration

For their third year, the Benson Community Garden will
present “Benson Oktoberfest” in September. This year
the group scheduled the event for Saturday, September
14th starting at 5:00 p.m. Admission is $10, which
includes live music, bratwurst, side dishes, a silent auc-
tion and more. German beer and refreshments will be
available in their enclosed biergarten tent. All ages are
welcome, but those under 21 years of age must be accom-
panied by a parent.

“We are booking local musicians and bands to entertain
the attendees,” said Kurt Goetzinger, garden founder.
“For our silent auction, we are seeking local businesses to
donate items and gift certificates.”

Funds raised from the Oktoberfest event will support out-
reach and programming at the garden.

Founded in 2011, the Benson Community Garden has
become one of Omaha’s more active and notable com-
munity gardens. The space includes 36 plots for individ-
uals to grow their own fresh fruits and vegetables. In
2012 the organization started the “Neighbor Garden”
which features nearly 400 square feet of vegetables for
area residents. An “Earth Stage” was built to provide a
venue for live music, cooking demonstrations and more.

Traditionally, Oktoberfest is a 16-day festival celebrating
beer held annually in Munich, Bavaria, Germany.
Running from late September to the first weekend in
October. It is one of the most famous events in Germany
and is the world's largest fair, with more than 6 million
people from around the world attending the event every
year.

WHAT: Benson Oktoberfest

WHEN: Saturday, September 14, 2013

WHERE: Benson Community Garden,
1302 North 60th

WHY: Nonprofit Fundraiser

WHO: Open to all residents

INFO: goetzinger2(@cox.net
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Mekovorn Churohbes

God is not a jerk.

“We proclaim that God is inclusive and
loving and liberating and still speaking.’
- The Rev. Dr, E. 5cott Jones,

June 2, 2013

No matter who you are, or where you are
on life’s journey, you're welcome here!

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Adult discussion group: 910 a.m.
Music & message for all ages: 10:30a.m.

N First Central
Congregational

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

36th & Hamey
402-345-1533
FirstCantral.ong

FRIENDS OF THE

OMAHA PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOOK SALES

SWANSON LIBRARY
90th & West Dodge Road
WEEKLY SALES Thursdays 10 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
(Except Holidays)
WEEKEND SALES - FIRST SATURDAY
OF EVERY MONTH 10 A.M. - 6:00 PM
(Except Holidays)

Luther Memorial Church 61st and Western
8:45 Traditional Worship and 11am The Spirit Alive Worship
10 am Christain Education for all ages

http://Imlchurch.org 402- 551-4488

These Open Forums are free and open to the public,
and will be held at First Central Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ, located in midtown at the corner of
36th and Harney Streets, at 9:10 a.m. on the dates noted.
For more information, you may call 402-345-1533.

August 4, 11, and 18 Rev. What Does It Mean?

How we read (and write) is changing. Again. Books to e-
readers, letters to text messages. Harold Bloom wrote, “We
read to find ourselves, more fully and more strange than oth-
erwise we could hope to find.” We read looking for meaning,
but this is not as straightforward as it seems. There is an
entire discipline, called hermeneutics devoted to our search
for meaning in the way we read, understand, and interpret
texts, particularly the Bible. We’ll explore all these topics
and more by reading and discussing the provocative book

A Short Introduction to Hermeneutics by David Jasper.

Led by Rev. Dr. Scott Jones, Senior Minister at First Central

August 4: The Rise of Liberalism

If I bring my own feelings to reading, or the latest historical
and scientific information, then what I believe about the
Bible, especially, will change. Following developments in the
sciences and the Romantic age, we understood ourselves and
world differently and, in the process, reading became a threat
to traditional interpretations of scripture.

August 11: Things Fall Apart

The Twentieth Century was not a liberal triumph, but saw the
rise of fundamentalisms and global violence, while technolo-
gy brought us into the age of mass media. Modernism col-
lapsed, leaving some wondering “Is meaning even possible?”
Did we reach the end of interpretation?

August 18: A Web of Endless Intertextuality

“What is quite clear is that texts do not live in isolation from
one another and that to read one text is a kind of gateway into
all other texts that have gone before and that will come after
it.” We enjoy (or are trapped in?) a variety of postmod-
ernisms and a widely expanding concept of texts that includes
film, television, and cyberspace. Is there meaning in this
labyrinth?

We’d Like to Hear From You ...

If you are located in midtown and have events, fundraisers
or other news of interest to Midtown residents and businesses, please send it to
midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com
Please try to send at least one month in advance of event whenever possible.

Check our website for even more midtown events www.midtownmeonitor.com

Midtown Monitor

Page 9



Midtown Pusiness Directorg

Branches Missing .
&y : « Fall Services
- from Your Fam“y. Tree? Turf Repair (aerating, overseeding), Cleanup (yard/flowerbed),
\ aieie “ . Genealogy search service. Rejuvenation Pruning, Gutter & Downspout Cleaning
f Price depends on complexity of search.
Free initial phone or email consultation. « Custom Landscapes
email:firstplb@cox.net 556-9827 Flowerbeds, Planting, Natural Stone for Accents, Walls &
Steps, Water Features, Fire Pits, Pavers & Retaining Walls,
Drainage solutions
\0 Contact Matt:
402-213-4004
e D 521 North 33rd Street seasonalgardens .
U LANDSCAPING www.seasonalgardens.biz
ﬂ = 402-708-3927
S BOUTIQUE To Advertise call Piano Lessons
g 402-714-1016 Experienced, caring teacher
or Email with Master’s degree,
WWW. i . . children and adults of
. .maudbouthueomaha.cc?m midtownmonitor.omaha a1l sgbs welcome.
Soul Kitschn and Gallery www. soulkitschn.com @gmail.com Donna Zebolsky, 991-5774.

"Bring in ad and receive 20% off through Aug."

Invest in Your Business.. and Watch it Grow! ~0
Advertising Rates for Business Directory.... S GRS

Business card $80 one time (larger example above)
1/2 business card size ad. $45. one time or two for $80., 3 for $115.
1/4 be size $25. or two for $45., 3 for $63.
All advertising must be prepaid for entire schedule, ads run consecutive months.

Q@ Call 402-714-1016
Email: midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com to inquire about display advertising rates.

T’s Pet Sitting Service

We'll fit your pets needs to a “T”

www.tspetsitting.com » 402.305.6760
Bonded & Insured ¥ Dog & Cat First Aid & CPR Trained

Keep your pets happy & safe at home! g @

Mention this ad and receive 10% off your first booking! a;fi

Midtown Monitor ~ Page 10



When you want your
home sale nailed, call Jeff.

4353 RENSCH

Call 391-JEFF - midtownomahaprices.com "/

Recent Midtown Homes Sold

Price Address BR BA Car Style SQFT

$93,000 5332 Hickory St
$98,000 5124 Pierce St
$105,000 6472 Pierce St
$110,000 816 S 50 St
$115,000 5145 Woolworth
$127,000 2148 S 62 St
$135,000 1703 S 58 St

1.5 Story 1,310
1.5 Story 1,116
Mlti-Lvl 1,532
2 Story 1,644
R Ranch 1,932
1.5 Story 1,404
1.5 Story 1,306

$140,000 1305 S 55 Ave Ranch 1,793
$145,000 5627 Hickory St Ranch 1,535
$145,000 110 S 50th Ave 2.5 Story 2,168
$165,000 306 S 49th Ave 2 Story 1,336

$178,000 5805 Rees
$185,000 532 S 55 St

1.5 Story 1,670
2.5 Story 1,604

$190,000 313 S 52 St 2 Story 1,982
$221,490 307 S 51st St 2.5 Story 2,395
$257,000 5606 Emile St 2.5 Story 2,37

$269,500 308 S 52nd St
$310,000 5118 Underwood
$330,000 818 S 67 St

2.5 Story 2,619
2.5 Story 3,004
Mlti-Lvl 2,841
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$350,000 715 N 58 St 2 Story 2,458
$425,000 5205 Izard St 2 Story 2,771
$490,000 718 Hackberry Rd 4 Ranch 3,523
$660,000 452 JE George 4 2 Story 3,512
$1,620,000 407 Elmwood Rd5 2 Story 5,379

OLDENHUIS CONTRACTING INC.
“Custom-Built Impressions”

Property Management is not just part of our business...
It is our @N\N business!

Call today and let us help manage your real estate investment!

m COMPARMY

EFETABLIGHED 1A56

402-342-8100

www.byronreedcompany.com

Our thanks to Raquel Ahlvers, The Ahlvers Group,
CBSHOME Real Estate for providing this information.

Is your Rome

Advyertise your house for sale in
the Midtown Monitor.



Historic Home Specialist
Z2&-year
midtaven resident

Buying or selling a home in Midtown Omaha?
Don't simply choose any agonl, choose the Midlown axpart!
Kathy Lanphier -
402-670-1040 SCESHOME

E-Mad: Katny Lanphisrficbshome com

| When results count...Buyers & Sellers count on Kathy!

B
M *M Attention A to Z for K-12.
MI %TﬁwN Midtown Business Owners Featuring the latest products and trends
o You’re invited to the from the top names in education plus a huge

. . . e . selection of classroom supplies, interactive
Midtown Business Association Meeting games and unique teaching resources, we / K N
The next MBA meeting will be Sept 25th, 2013 have everything you need )
Speaker-Molly Romero- Dundee BID and Streetscape to make learning fun.

Noon, UNMC private dining room, just $10. for lunch.

Must make reservations by Friday prior to meeting. \ HQ In Aksarben Villa ;
ge Next to Wohiner’s

E-mail contact@midtownbusinessassociation.org LeCII’ﬂI ﬂg 402-763-8455 « LearningHQ.com
or call Judy Alderman at 402-595-2199.

Fut someMagEe

in Your Marketing
Advertise in the Midtown Monitor

Fut your adver‘cising investment where your business is... or where 3ou’d like it to be.

T o reach customers in midtown... contact us for all the details.

402.714-1016

www.midtownmonitor.com I~ mail: micltownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com




