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Spielbound is Serious About Board Games
The non-profit organization just opened a board
game café at 33rd and Harney Streets with more than one
thousand games to choose from. A grand
opening is tentatively set for October 6.
The group’s mission statement
reads: “We believe games inspire, motivate, entertain, and help us grow. In this
positive space, we seek to provide all
people the challenge, art, and fun unique
to the world of board games.”
Spielbound’s name comes from the
German “spiel,” usually translated to
English as game or play.
The game-loving group’s leader
is Kaleb Michaud, an assistant professor
of rheumatology and immunology at the
University of Nebraska Medical Center.
He has amassed a collection of more
than two thousand board games since
getting hooked on Dungeons & Dragons
in college. In a YouTube video that introduced
Spielbound’s “Kickstarter” fundraising campaign, former
“Saturday Night Live” news host Seth Myers is shown
gently mocking Michaud for his board game collection,
noting, “the only one he hasn’t mastered is the game of
life.” The campaign helped Spielbound raise over
$27,000.
In addition to the café, Spielbound wants to make
games available remotely to students and seniors. A group
of teachers who already use board games at their schools
have created a network to share ideas and recommendations. Spielbound will provide information on how games
can be used to enhance critical thinking by both students
and seniors. It hopes to contribute to cutting-edge
research on how playing board games contributes to cognitive skills and helps keep a community social and

healthy. Its board of directors includes Debora Wisneski,
a UNO professor of childhood education.
Café manager Jessica Pretz said
the reaction to the café has been outstanding. “Our weekends and
evenings have been hopping, with
many a board-gamer,” Pretz said.
“A lot of people are happy that we
are finally open.” The café has been
in the works for about 18 months.
Day passes to play games are $5
per player, but the first visit is free.
Memberships are $20 per month or
$150 per year for singles, and $40
per month or $300 per year for families. Members will also receive day
passes to invite guests. In keeping
with its educational focus, Pretz said
café workers are happy to teach
games to novices. Her favorite
“comfort” game is Kingdom Builders. “If I want a challenge or I want to think real hard, I like Eclipse,” Pretz
said.
The café serves locally roasted coffee, gourmet
hot chocolate, tea, beer and wine. Food items include pastries, muffins and desserts from local vendors, along with
bagged chips and pretzels.
Hours are Sunday, 11 am to 10 pm; Monday, 7
am to 11 am; Tuesday to Thursday, 7 am to 10 pm; Friday,
7 am to midnight; and Saturday, 9 am to midnight.
The board game collection will continue to grow,
and the café has multiple copies of the most popular
games. So chances are, you will find a game to suit you
and will not be bored at Spielbound.
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Sierra Club Program: "Complete Streets Omaha"
with Derek Miller, City of Omaha Planning Dept.
Thurs. Oct. 23, 7 p.m.
First United Methodist Church, 7020 Cass St.
(Enter north door education wing)
Complete Streets are streets for everyone. They are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users. People of
all ages and abilities are able to safely move along and across streets in a community, regardless of how they are traveling. Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and bicycle to work. They allow buses to run on
time and make it safe for people to walk to and from bus stops.
The City of Omaha with Omaha by Design, Live Well Omaha and Douglas County Health Department will launch
an effort this fall to develop a complete streets policy for the City of Omaha. This effort will be led by a stakeholder
committee made up of members of the community. The complete streets policy will institute a more holistic approach
to new and existing road designs incorporating the use of all modes where appropriate. The policy will be fully developed in the spring of 2015.
Come learn about Omaha's Complete Streets Process that will begin this fall. There will be an opportunity to ask
questions, and refreshments will be served. Free and open to the public. Bring a friend! More information at sierranebraska.org
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Park(ing) Day 2014 in Dundee
Omaha Parking Day – by the Numbers:
•
Downtown Omaha has 41,000 parking stalls, of
which only 56% are used during peak times.
•
6.4 million gallons of water is fed into the downtown storm water system from surface parking, requiring
ever larger storm water systems to move it to the Missouri
River.
•
The average car dumps 7.41 tons of carbon into
atmosphere each year, requiring 44 trees per car per year to
absorb that carbon.

In 2005 a parking stall was taken over in San
Francisco for two hours to bring awareness to the city’s
abundance of space dedicated to parking, but lack of public
open space. PARK(ing) Day was born. It has now grown
to 35 countries across 6 continents. From its sod-and-trees
beginning, Parking Day has become an opportunity for
communities to address local concerns.
Parking Day is about creating a dialog within a
community. What kind of a City do we want to live in?
How much of our environment should be dedicated to the
automobile? There are an estimated 800 million paved
parking stalls in the US – three times the number of cars.
If they all were to suddenly park, two thirds of the available
parking spaces across the country would be empty. Is there
a better use for that land?
Two PARK(ing) Day Parklets were installed in
Dundee on Parking Day 2014. One was sponsored by
Omaha by Design and The French Bulldog where visitors
were able to play board games and listen to live music. The
second was hosted by our team: The Architectural Offices
(AO), The Big Muddy Workshop and Dundee Bank. We
chose environmental impact as a theme. The parklet was
ringed by Bur Oak trees (given away to visitors after the
event), rain barrels and a large sandwich board & chalkboard to jump start discussions. Dialog included ways to
reduce storm runoff, expanded bicycle lanes, mixed-use
parking to allow different organizations to use the same lot
at different times of the day, street parklets and heat islands
(heat buildup in downtown areas due to the heat absorbed
by paved areas making them less comfortable in the summer months).

What can you do as a citizen?
•
Plant trees to offset the carbon produced by cars.
•
Install rain barrels or rain gardens to reduce the
runoff into the storm sewer system
•
Bike to work and support the development of a
comprehensive trail network, reducing the number of cars
on the road.
•
Support local zoning changes to encourage mixeduse development and parking flexibility to allow parking
lots to be utilized around the clock.
Bill Stott
The Architectural Offices

The Pensacola Parking Syndrome: A term used to describe a city that tears down its old buildings to create parking
spaces to entice more people downtown, until people no longer want to go there because it has become an empty
parking lot.
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They make this newsletter possible..
Please thank them for their support!
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midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com or
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www.LightTheBridge.org
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On the Cover:
Beautiful photo of Elmwood Park in Fall
by Ted Kyster

#LTBOMAHA

Addressing Hunger in Western Ia and Ne
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Iowa Historic Schools Highlighting Victorian Influence
A new book Iowa Historic Schools Highlighting the Victorian Influence, based on a photo study of historic
Iowa schools, will be presented by Sandra Kessler Host at 3:30 p.m. on October 30th at the Council Bluffs Public
Library.
Host is an educator, researcher, writer, and preservationist. She is a native Iowa farm girl from Sac County who
attended a rural school that ignited her passion for preserving
the story of Iowa’s rural development. She and her husband
Tony live in Council Bluffs. You will learn about preservation
efforts and the features of Iowa’s system of 12,623 rural schools
that became the heart of Iowa’s rural settlement pattern and its
emphasis on education. Few educators have researched the
well-designed
system of rural
schools and
analyzed the
educational
structures and
methods used to the extent that Host has done. Her latest effort,
which resulted in this current book, is a photographic study of the
architecture and physical structures of rural schools that made the
system of one-room schools work so well. For more information go
to www.iowahistoricschools.com

Intergenerational Poetry

The Eclectic Book Review Club,

To Bridge Generations

in its 65th season, begins
it’s fall series of reviews on Sept
16th at the Omaha Field Club,
3615 Woolworth Ave. A noon
lunch will be followed by the
12:30 review.
Oct 21: Retired trail attorney and
motivatinal speaker Steve Wolf will bring
his guide dog and review his book, In Comet’s tale:
How the Dog I rescued saved my Life.
Nov 18: Omahan Janet Laird, whose pen name is
Maggie Montclair, will review her books: Surviving
Widowhood and 79.4 Ways to Celebrate Your Old Age.
The cost of the luncheon is $13. For reservations, call
Rita at 402-553-3147.

Elders Age 50 & Older and Youth Grades 7-12
Winners Celebration & Poetry Slam
Sunday October 19th, 2014
1:00 P.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Held at UNO’s Milo Bail Student Center
6001 Dodge St.
Top Three elders and youth winners will read one
poem. Enjoy refreshments, photos, and a poetry slam
featuring all contestants.Free Parking
Questions: Contact Cindy Waldo,
by email cwaldo@unomaha.edu

To Advertise in This Publication Call 402-714-1016 or 402-551-6787
Email: midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com
Visit: www.midtownmonitor.com
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“Energy Saving Tips to Ignore”
By David Holtzclaw of Transduction Technologies
The internet is full home energy savings tips, most coming from utility companies. Unfortunately, most are
incorrect, half-truths, or a waste of time, and some can even harm you. Recent studies by the Energy Star Program
(ESP), Dept. of Energy (DOE), Richard Diamond, Mithra Moezzi, and Michael Blasnik have debunked the following energy saving tips:
1.
Cleaning the refrigerator coils improves refrigerator efficiency – several tests performed by the DOE showed
little or no increase in refrigerator efficiency from cleaning the coils.
2.
Programmable thermostats - the ESP stated ”(ESP) has been unable to confirm an improvement in terms of
energy savings delivered by programmable thermostats and has no credible basis for continuing to extend the current
Energy Star specification.”
3.
Installing foam gaskets in electrical outlets, weather-stripping, and caulking – yes, this does save energy and
money, but only about 3-5% of your total energy usage.
4.
Closing your HVAC vents in unused rooms – not only does this not save energy, it actually wastes energy and
can be dangerous as it creates more resistance for your air handler and leads to an unbalanced system.
5.
Using ceiling fans to stay cool in the summer – Fans cool people, not rooms, by removing moisture from your
skin. It can work if you decrease your air conditioner usage and turn off the fan as soon as you leave the room.
6.
Annual furnace or air conditioner tune-ups – Michael Blasnik has shown that the standard “tune-up” service
rarely saves energy or money. However it can increase the service life of your appliance. Next time request an ACCA
Standard 5 HVAC Inspection. If your HVAC service contractor doesn’t know what this is, find another service contractor.
7.
Replace windows or place plastic over them – Replacing windows just for energy savings is almost never cost
effective. Yes, properly applied plastic over leaky windows does work, but a better approach is to add either storm windows or Indow Windows (http://www.indowwindows.com/).
What does work (and is cost effective):
1.
Air sealing your home along the attic plane (i.e.
www.edwardjones.com
floor of the attic) and in the basement.
2.
Switching to LED light bulbs or removing any
incandescent light bulbs.
and Neither Should Your Investments.
3.
Air sealing and insulating your supply ducts, but not
return ducts.
Time can affect you as much as your investments.
4.
Adding attic insulation up to R-49 value AFTER
While you can’t stop change, you can help ensure
you’ve air sealed your attic floor.
your investments match your current circumstances
5.
Insulating your basement or foundation walls.
and goals.
6.
Adding exterior wall insulation if you currently
don’t have any.
Fortunately, doing that may be as easy as meeting
7.
Insert a chimney balloon
with your financial advisor. A complimentary
(http://www.chimneyballoon.com/) in unused fireplaces –
portfolio review from Edward Jones can help
just remember to take them out before using that fireplace!
identify where your investments stand in relation
to your goals and how to get them moving in the
8.
Get a professional energy audit.
same direction.

Life Doesn’t Stand Still

Midtown Business Owners
You’re invited to the
MBA Meeting
Speaker: Fire Chief BernardKanger
The next MBA meeting will be Oct 22nd, 2014
Noon, UNMC private dining room, just $10. for lunch.
Must make reservations by Friday prior to meeting.
E-mail contact@midtownbusinessassociation.org
or call Judy Alderman at 402-213-6474.
Midtown Monitor

To schedule a complimentary portfolio review,
call or visit your local financial advisor today.
Chris Kilroy, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
5139 Leavenworth Street
Omaha, NE 68106
402-558-2111
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Nick Shannon

Financial Advisor
5028 Underwood Ave
Omaha, NE 68132
402-558-0168

Midtown Galleries & Theaters
Modern Artists Midtown (MAM)
3615 Dodge St. 402-520-8737
www.modernartsmidtown.com
Gallery hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
October 3 to November 1
Don Williams
Oil paintings, pastels and drawings by artist Don
Williams.
Opening reception, Friday, October 3, 6 to 8 p.m.
Cathedral Arts Project, Sunderland Gallery
3900 Webster St. 402-551-4888
www.cathedralartsproject.org
Gallery hours: Tuesday to Friday, 11 a.m.to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m, third Sunday of each month
September 21 to November 16
EDGE 5: Fiber Artists, Memorable Landscapes
Connect Gallery
3901 Leavenworth St.
402-991-8234
www.connectgallery.net
Gallery hours: Wednesday to
Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Dundee Gallery
4916 Underwood Ave., Lower
Level 402-505-8333
dundeegallery.com
Gallery hours: Tuesday to
Thursday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Friday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 9
p.m., Sunday 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Artworks include acrylics by
Mark Niemeyer, glossy mixed
media works by Karen Schnepf,
oil pastels by Jane Chukas, jewelry by Jennifer Lawler, acrylics
withPillheads by
and serigraphs by Judith Welk. “Dreambirds
Mark Niemeyer
Anderson O’Brien Fine Art Old Market
1108 Jackson Street 402-884-0911
www.aobfineart.com
Gallery hours: Monday to Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 5:30
p.m., Thursday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday 12
p.m. to 4 p.m.
New works include acrylics by Rein Vanderhill, pastels by
Kristin Pluhacek, stoneware by Doug Schroder, woodcuts
by Karen Kunc, and jewelry by Lori Paulsen.

Omaha Community Playhouse
6915 Cass St.
402-553-0800
www.omahaplayhouse.com
Hawks Mainstage Theater
The Drowsy Chaperone — September 12 to October 12
A parody of American musical comedy of the 1920s, The
Drowsy Chaperone concerns a middle-aged, musical theater
fan who shares his favorite musical on his phonograph. The
show comes to life onstage as he comments on the music,
story, and actors.
Howard Drew Theater
The Whipping Man—October 17 to November 16
At the end of the Civil War, Caleb, a wounded Confederate
soldier, finds his way to his parents’ ruined home. Only former slaves, Simon and John, remain to care for the war-torn
property. The three men, tied by faith and bound by secrets,
celebrate Passover with an impromptu Seder.
Shelterbelt Theatre
3225 California St. 402-341-2757
www.shelterbelt.org
Mickey & Sage—October 9 to November 2
While Mickey’s dad and Sage’s mom are “hanging out”
inside, the two are forced to play together in Sage’s tightly
fenced-in backyard. They spend endless hours rationalizing
adult behavior, making sense of the cosmos, and spying on
their disturbing neighbors. and brevity of childhood.

SNAP Productions
3225 California St. 402-341-2757
www.snapproductions.com
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike— November 13 to
December 7
Middle-aged siblings Vanya and Sonia share a home where
they bicker and complain about the circumstances of their
lives. Suddenly, their movie-star sister, Masha, swoops in
with her new boy toy, Spike. Old resentments flare up, eventually leading to threats to sell the house.
Blue Barn Theatre
614 S. 11th St.
402-345-1576 www.bluebarn.org
American Buffalo— October 2 to October 25
This play by David Mamet concerns a Chicago junk shop,
where three small time crooks plot to rob a man of his coin
collection, the showpiece of which is a valuable “Buffalo
nickel.” The reality of the trio is that they are merely pawns
caught up in their own game of last-chance, dead-end,
empty pipe dreams.
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These Open Forums are free and open to the public, and will be held at First Central Congregational
Church, United Church of Christ, located in midtown at
the corner of 36th and Harney Streets, at 9:10 a.m. on the
dates noted. For more information, call 402-345-1533.
October 5 and 12
Inequality for All
Fred Nielsen , Member of First Central and history instructor
at UNO
Fred will lead the viewing and discussion of the film
“Inequality for All.” The film explores the growing differences in wealth in the United States during the past 30 years.
October 19
Why are there thousands of children crossing the US/MX
border?
Sister Kathleen Erickson, RSM, is a Sister of Mercy. She is a
trained facilitator for the Awakening the Dreamer
Symposium, and Guatemala, as it is a priority of the Sisters of
Mercy. She spent 18 years at the US/Mexican border, and
has worked on immigration and environmental issues the last
several years for the Mercy West Midwest community. Sister
Kathleen Erickson served as an international observer at the
Honduran presidential election last November, and recently
spent five weeks with the Mercy community in San Pedro
Sula, Honduras. She visits undocumented immigrants
detained in Douglas County as part of the Immigrant
Detainee Accompaniment Program, and is an advocate for
immigrant rights.

2014 Halloween
Heart & Hand Auction Party
Friday, October 24th 6-10 pm
First Unitarian Church 3114 Harney Street
This is a fun filled event with great food, and many
auction items available for purchase. The auction has great
goods, seats at dinner parties, outings, lessons to share skills
and hobbies, etc.
Enjoy favorite foods at the potluck, door prizes, a
raffle for neat stuff, crazy costumes (for those so inclined) and
Halloween party fun! Child care provided by reservation.
This is the church’s largest fundraiser for the year
and helps to support the operating budget.
For much more information visit: www.firstuuomaha.org

October 26
OPS Bond Issue
Marian Fey, a member of First Central and of the OPS
School Board, will discuss the district's $420 million bond
issue, which will appear on the November ballot.

The VNA can bill most insurances VNA accepts the following payment types: Cash, Check, Credit/Debit Card

Luther Memorial Church 61st and Western
8:45 Traditional Worship and 11am The Spirit Alive Worship
10 am Christain Education for all ages
http://lmlchurch.org 402- 551-4488

We’d Like to Hear From You ... If you are located in midtown and have events, fundraisers
or other news of interest to Midtown residents and businesses, please send it to
midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com
Please try to send at least one month in advance of event whenever possible.

Check our website for even more midtown events www.midtownmonitor.com
Midtown Monitor
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Midtown Business Directory
Branches Missing
from Your Family Tree?
Genealogy search service.
Price depends on complexity of search.
Free initial phone or email consultation.
email:firstplb@cox.net 402- 556-9827

Ted Kyster Photography
Senior Portraits, Lifestyle, Family Portraits,
Newborn/Children All Natural Light
TedKysterPhotography.com 402-889-5336
Guitar & Ukulele
Lessons for all ages
Matt Ehlinger
Matt_ehlinger@yahoo.com
or (402)-517-5042

Piano Lessons
Experienced, caring teacher
with Master’s degree.
Children and adults of
all ages welcome.
Donna Zebolsky, 991-5774.

Invest in Your Business.. and Watch it Grow!
Advertising Rates for Business Directory....
Business card $80 one time (larger example above)
1/2 business card size ad. $45. one time or two for $80., 3 for $115.
1/4 bc size $25. or two for $45., 3 for $63.
All advertising must be prepaid for entire schedule, ads run consecutive months.

Call 402-714-1016
Email: midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com to inquire about display advertising rates.

Do You Have a Great
Photo of Midtown?
Submit your photo possible for publication in
the Midtown Monitor and/or online. Of particular
interest would be great, high resolution, colorful photos
for the front cover. Could be just about anything that
relates to Midtown. A great scene, historic house, garden, fun event.
Send only your two favorite photos for submission to midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com (do not
send whole collections, thumbnails etc.) Send along a
detailed caption and statement that all permissions
were obtained for photos of people, especially children.
Midtown Monitor

32nd and Dodge Street Fantasy by Robert Klien Engler
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Recent Midtown Homes Sold
Find them online
www.midtownmonitor.com
$75,000
$87,000
$88,000
$108,000
$115,000
$120,000
$136,000
$136,500
$155,000
$157,850
$200,000
$220,000
$227,000
$230,000
$233,700
$308,000
$350,000
$360,000
$374,000
$455,000
$458,000
$622,500
$650,000
$750,000
$2,000,000

4844 Charles Street 2
412 S 49th Street
3
833 S 50TH Avenue 2
6462 William St
2
5145 Woolworth
2
6036 Walnut
3
4920 N HHBlvd
2
4659 Pine Street
3
1004 Sunset Trail
3
1607 N 52nd
3
6023 Pierce Street 3
5136 Parker Street 3
5128 Parker Street 3
840 N 67 Avenue
3
109 S 51 Street
4
428 N 61st Street
3
5208 California
4
6449 Glenwood Rd 4
539 S 52 Street
4
609 N 66 Street
3
5107 Cass Street
5
5315 Nicholas Street 5
652 N 59 Street
4
5420 Nicholas Street 6
6710 Davenport St 4

1
2
2
1
2
1
2
2
3
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
5
5
6
6
6

1
2
0
1
1
0
1
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3

Ranch
2 Story
1.5 Story
Rd Ranch
Rd Ranch
1.5 Story
Rd Ranch
1.5 Story
Rd Ranch
1.5 Story
1.5 Story
1.5 Story
1.5 Story
Ranch
2 Story
2 Story
2.5 Story
Ranch
2.5 Story
2 Story
2.5 Story
1.5 Story
2.5 Story
2.5 Story
1.5 Story

976
1,502
1,304
1,165
1,932
1,542
1,333
1,260
1,650
1,874
2,030
1,993
2,392
2,529
2,505
2,397
3,079
2,914
2,902
2,413
3,329
3,293
3,241
4,298
6,603

Our thanks to Raquel Ahlvers, The Ahlvers Group,
CBSHOME Real Estate for providing this information.

Email subscriptions to the Midtown
Monitor
You can have the Monitor
emailed to you each month for
FREE
Just email midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com
and request a subscription. Your email address
will not be shared. Promise!

“For Sale by Owner”?
Advertise your house for sale in
the Midtown Monitor.

Target
Your Advertising Message
to Midtown Neighbors
midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com
or Call 402. 714-1016

Saint Cecilia Cathedral photo by Bill Stott

