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Remodeled Home Tour Features 13 Area Homes
See 13 Remodeling Projects over Two Days!
Thirteen homes throughout the Omaha Metro area will be showcased on the 9th Annual Omaha NARI
(National Association of the Remodeling Industry) Remodeled Home Tour, presented by Omaha NARI and
Metropolitan Utilities District. The tour will be Saturday, April 9h from Noon to 5 p.m.: and Sunday, April 10th from
Noon to 5 p.m.
The Remodeled Home Tour features unique projects ranging from kitchen and master bath to whole house and
lower level remodels. All homes are remodeled by Omaha NARI members who will be on hand to answer questions and
offer home remodeling ideas.
Tickets to NARI’s Remodeled Home Tour are $10 per person and available at the door of each home on the tour.
A portion of the proceeds benefits the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Tour details and a list of homes can also be found at
http://omahanari.org.
Homes on tour in our area include:
Oldenhuis Contracting Inc
Sanwick Remodeling Contractors

716 S. 96th Street T. Hurt Construction
5512 Underwood Ave.
410 S. 82nd Street Sanwick Remodeling Contractors
410 S. 82nd St

Exhibit Shows Landmark Wins
Running now through June 12 at The Durham Museum is Saving Places:
50 years of Preservation Success Stories.
The Preservation movement turned 50 this year. In 1966 Congress passed
the National Historic Preservation Act, leading to the formation of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation organization.
But Omaha had a one-year head start. In 1965 our predecessor,
Landmarks Inc., started an effort to save the old Post office at 16th and Dodge
Streets. It was not successful, but the organization went on to save many of
Omaha’s architectural treasures, including the Kutak Rock Building and The Rose
Theater.
To celebrate, Restoration Exchange has partnered with The Durham to
present 50 years of preservation success stories.
Along with highlighting images of buildings saved and the history of the preservation movement in Omaha,
we will bring in Jim Lindberg, senior director, Preservation Green Lab at National Trust for Historic Preservation.
Lindberg will discuss preservation’s tie to sustainability and urban renewal at an event on Tuesday, May 31. Omaha
historian Joni Fogarty will speak June 7 on the work of architect Thomas Kimball.
Stay tuned for all of the details.

FREE Email subscriptions to the Midtown Monitor
You can have the Monitor emailed to you each month.

Just email midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com
and request a subscription. Your email address will not be shared. Promise!
For updates on events and other information

Visit: www.midtownmonitor.com

Increasing Omaha’s Recycling
Omaha’s waste and recycling programs have been in the
spotlight lately as new proposals to reform the current collection
methods draw public attention. These changes could not come
sooner, with the current state of Omaha’s recycling program lagging behind all neighboring states. A recent World-Herald analysis found that Nebraskans rank fifth in the country in the amount of
garbage they send to landfills. Omaha has hovered around a diversion
rate (% of total materials recycled) of 11% for many years, which is discouragingly low (the national average is 34%) and well below the EPA’s
estimate that 75% of residential trash is recyclable.
We can do better, and it is time for change at all levels of the system.
Waste Management recently submitted proposals to overhaul waste
collection in Omaha. Mayor Jean Stothert requested these proposals to address
"frequent complaints about the current level of service and plan for the future.”
However, overhauling Omaha’s waste and recycling programs is a complicated matter, and the decision our leadership makes must carefully consider many alternatives
and criteria.
Through my role as the Managing Partner of Verdis Group, a sustainability consulting firm here in Omaha, I see first hand the challenges and opportunities our clients have related to waste and recycling.
The reality is that it is far more complicated than most people realize. Residences and businesses alike obtain, use, and need
to discard many different types of materials, and most want a reliable, simple process.
In order to improve Omaha’s recycling rate, there are a few key things that should be considered. First, start at the
source. Omahans need to do a better job of considering what they are obtaining at the point of purchase. The best way to
limit the volume of outgoing waste is to not obtain those materials in the first place. A major missing piece of both Waste
Management proposals is any programming to decrease the amount of waste/recycling/yard waste that a resident produces.
Less waste means less cost to taxpayers to manage the waste. MAPA’s Integrated Solid Waste Management Plan (ISWMP)
recommends the City hire or contract out a Source Reduction Specialist to do just this—reduce waste generation.
Yard waste in particular is a material that retains a great amount of value, and Omahans should be encouraged to
consider ways to keep yard waste on their property. This can be done in the form of mulching grass clippings, composting
leaves and grass clippings at home, and using some landscaping materials for other purposes (art, fencing, walking sticks,
nature nooks, etc.). The City’s own policy directs City staff to mulch leaves and grass clippings on City property. Shouldn’t
we do the same?
Next, the addition of larger, lidded recycling containers is good and important. Several studies have shown that such
a system will result in higher recycling rates, which is something Omaha desperately needs.
Third, one of the more contentious issues in Waste Management’s proposals relates to the plan to mix all landscaping materials with regular trash and send it all to the landfill, effectively shuttering the City’s Oma-Gro composting operation. Claims have been made that sending landscaping materials to the landfill, which is where some electricity is generated
by burning methane gas, is better environmentally than composting. These claims have not been peer-reviewed and the
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, MAPA’s ISWMP, and the Environmental Protection Agency share a
common waste hierarchy wherein composting is a better use of organic waste than energy capture. The City does not have
enough information to determine which approach is environmentally superior. Further analysis is warranted.
Finally, both Waste Management proposals effectively limit the amount of waste that a household can have picked
up on a weekly basis. Such a limit is worthwhile, especially for regular landfill-bound trash, but there will have to be a strong
communication and education campaign to help change how much waste Omahans generate. In one proposal option, residents are limited to five bags or cans (32-gallon maximum each) of trash and 4 bags or cans of yard waste for a total of nine
containers and 288 gallons each week. This is the same as the current limit on trash containers, and it is too high. Frankly,
residents should be pushed a bit to lower the amount of waste they send to the landfill.
In summary, there are some good aspects of the proposals, but there remain some significant questions that must be
considered before moving forward. For example, how much sooner will our landfill close with the additional volume of yard
waste? What will it cost taxpayers to build a new landfill further from the city? What is the environmental cost with longer
driving distances?
I hope that the City invests time and money into gathering all the right information before making a decision on a
such an important and complex issue.
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Retirement transition series
offered at Omaha Public Library
Are you retired, thinking about retiring soon, or simply
ready to start planning for life after work? Join Omaha Public Library
for a series of retirement transition workshops that will guide you in
making the most of your retirement. Experts will be available to
assist you in defining retirement goals, understanding Medicare
options, exploring financial plans for security and more. All programs
are free and open to the public, but space is limited. Register online
at omahalibrary.org, or by calling the branch where you wish to
attend.
Long-Term Care Planning: Learn about the options available for planning and paying for long-term care needs.
Social Security Strategies: Learn how to make the most of
your Social Security decision and how to integrate with your other
retirement income sources.
Medicare 101: Learn about the ins and outs of Medicare,
and the important dates and options you need to consider.
Taxes in Retirement: Learn how taxes are different in retirement, and how to avoid pitfalls when harvesting income from various
accounts.
Estate Planning: Learn about the different types of planning
to help avoid headaches and unnecessary expenses later in life and
upon death.
Visit omahalibrary.org for more information on these and
additional events at Omaha Public Library’s 12 locations.
Midtown Monitor
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Omaha Collects

Recent Midtown Homes Sold

General Crook House Guild

Find them online
www.midtownmonitor.com

On Sunday afternoon, April 24 the General Crook
House Guild will present the annual OMAHA COLLECTS event at the historic 1879 Victorian General Crook
House Museum from 1 – 4 p.m. The museum is collected
in Building 11 on the Fort Omaha Metro Community
College campus. Signs will direct visitors.
Visitors will have the opportunity to view more
than twenty displays of antique and vintage treasures and to
talk to exhibitors. An antique sale will be held on the lower
level.
Admission fees benefit the continued restoration and
preservation of the museum.
The afternoon will include an outstanding exhibit
of beaded Iroquois pin cushions and souvenirs items which
was recently featured in a national magazine promoting
antiques.
Also on display will be celery vases and celery dishes, amberina glass and French Baccarat Rose Tienta glassware, vintage crèches, match strikers, Shirley Temple memorabilia,
cast iron door stops, and Little Golden books. Perhaps the
largest items on display will be the fifteen vintage cars
parked in front of the General Crook House at the beginning of the event. These cars belong to members of the
Meadowlark Model A Club.
Please contact chair Maureen Maher at
402.556.4908 for more infor or to exhibit a collection.

"$92,100 "
"$98,500 "
"$100,000 "
"$101,000 "
"$112,900 "
"$115,000 "
"$119,900 "
"$132,500 "
"$137,000 "
"$140,000 "
"$142,500 "
"$161,700 "
"$162,500 "
"$175,500 "
"$187,500 "
"$194,000 "
"$210,000 "
"$220,000 "
"$237,500 "
"$267,000 "
"$556,000 "
"$120,000 "
"$124,000 "
"$170,000 "
"$178,608 "
"$225,000 "
"$235,000 "
"$252,000 "
"$282,500 "
"$410,000 "

Eclectic Book Review Club
Announces Spring Schedule
The Eclectic Book Review Club,
which begin its series of continuous
reviews in 1949, announces its spring
schedule:
April 19 – Local author Rebecca
Rotert will review her book, “Last Night
at the Blue Angel.”
May 17 – Nationally-known speaker Joy Johnson
will review her eighth book in The BOOB Girls series
(The Burned Out Old Broads at Table 12). “Learning to
Love Willie” is the new book.
Monthly meetings, which include lunch and a
review, are held at 12 noon at the Omaha Field Club,
3615 Woolworth Avenue. The cost is $13.00 per person.
For reservations, call Rita at 402-553-3147.
Jane Meehan, program chairman 402-556-9452
Midtown Monitor

816 S 54 Street
5824 Dorcas St
5811 Cedar Street
5819 Hamilton St
6474 Poppleton
5145 Woolworth
5823 Burdette St
5108 Rees Street
4709 Spring St
6217 Dorcas Plz
5809 Hamilton St
1033 S 33 Street
6839 Leavenworth
1101 N 50 Street
5109 Hamilton St
1411 S 54 Street
5626 Western Ave
4408 Hickory St
4921 Cass Street
5117 Western
5225 Cass St
1359 S 56 St
6707 Mason St
5021 Davenport
5014 Chicago St
6223 Poppleton
5115 Nicholas St
728 Sunset Trail
744 N 58 St
6434 Glenwood
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R Ranch
1.5 Story
Ranch
Ranch
Ranch
R Ranch
1.5 Story
1.5 Story
Ranch
1.5 Story
1.5 Story
1.5 Story
Ranch
1.5 Story
2 Story
R Ranch
1.5 Story
1.5 Story
2.5 Story
2.5 Story
2 Story
1.5 Story
1.5 Story
2.5 Story
2.5 Story
2 Story
2 Story
R Ranch
1.5 Story
Ranch

"1,766"
"1,362"
"1,201"
"1,644"
"1,115"
"1,932"
"1,793"
"1,568"
"2,232"
"2,204"
"1,890"
"2,346"
"2,020"
"1,834"
"2,115"
"2,098"
"1,862"
"2,412"
"1,694"
"2,440"
"3,811"
"1,372"
"1,100"
"2,540"
"2,588"
"2,088"
"1,716"
"2,773"
"1,848"
"3,520"

Our thanks to Raquel Ahlvers, The Ahlvers Group,
CBSHOME Real Estate for providing this information.
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What’s Your Carbon Footprint?
By David Holtzclaw of Transduction Technologies
This month, we celebrate Earth Day on April 22, 2016.
Many Omahans feel that they need to reduce their carbon
footprint, but they don’t know how, or by how much, or
even what their current carbon footprint is?
A carbon footprint is basically the amount of greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions by an individual, household, company, product, city, etc. over a defined period of time,
usually one year. A greenhouse gas is any atmospheric gas
that can trap heat in the atmospheric, warming up the
Earth’s surface. GHGs include water vapor, carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (NH4), nitrous oxide (NOx), ozone,
hydrofluorocarbons (HFC’s), and many other carbon
based gases. Although water vapor is by far the most
abundant GHG, CO2, the second largest GHG, has
received the most attention due to its longer atmosphere
residence time (30-95 years for CO2 compare to approximately 9 days for H2O or 12 years for NH4) and
unprecedented
growth
since
the
1960’s
(https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1c
/Carbon_Dioxide_400kyr.png). In 2008, James Hansen
of NASA proposed that humanity should aim to keep
global CO2 concentrations below 350 ppm (parts per
million, a pseudo measure of small concentrations), else
“irreversible
catastrophic
effects”
can
occur
(http://arxiv.org/abs/0804.1126). However, in 2015,
average global CO2 levels peaked at over 400 ppm compared to an average historic high of around 280 ppm.
The U.S. is the second-largest contributor of energyrelated CO2 emissions. The electric power and transportation sectors are the two largest sources of energyrelated CO2 emissions in the United States, accounting

for 38% and 34%, respectively, of total energy-related
CO2 emissions in 2014 (http://www.eia.gov/environment/). Depending on which study you reference, the
average U.S. person contributes 19-48 tons of CO2/year
(yes, that was tons, as in 38,000-96,000 lbs/yr). The global average per person is 2-8 tons of CO2/year. A 2013
study by Berkeley developed an averaged annual household
carbon
footprint
by
zip
codes
(http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/maps). The average
household CO2 emissions for midtown zip code 68132
(2012 data) were 47.2 metric tons of CO2 equivalent/year
(13 for transportation, 17 for heating, 7 for food, 5 goods,
and 5 for services). Why are we so high? First, we heat
(primarily with natural gas) more than the U.S average,
and second our electricity comes primarily for coal (48%
in 2014) compared to the U.S average of 37%. OPPD
produce 1.4 lbs of CO2 per kWh of electricity generated
(2015 average). Compare that to 1.22 lbs of CO2 per
kWh of natural gas burned (equals 11.7 lbs. CO2/therm).
Interested in determining your carbon footprint? Several
online calculators exists https://www3.epa.gov/carbonfootprint-calculator/,
or
http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/calculator. Start by getting a good estimate of your current carbon footprint,
than make adjustments. Air travel, car fuel type and efficiency, electricity consumption, food selection, and services you use all have major impacts on your carbon footprint and are easy to reduce. Every pound counts!

Sierra Club Program:
"Paths of Discovery: Metro Area Trails"

To Advertise

with Eric Williams (Papio-Missouri NRD) and Dennis
Bryers (City of Omaha Parks Dept.)
Thurs. April 28, 7 p.m.
First United Methodist Church, 7020 Cass Street,
Enter north side of building, “Education” wing.

Call 402-714-1016
or email
midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com

Come learn about recent trail improvements and future
plans in metro trail development.
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Midtown Galleries & Theaters
Modern Artists Midtown (MAM)
3615 Dodge St. 402-520-8737
www.modernartsmidtown.com
Gallery hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
April 1 to 29 Cool Abstraction 3
A geometrical abstraction exhibition featuring Marjorie
Mikasen, Peter Hill, Barbara McCuen, Gary Day, Les
Bruning, Stuart Wheat, Chris Cassimatis and more.
Opening reception, Friday, April 1, 6 to 8 p.m.
Cathedral Arts Project, Sunderland Gallery
3900 Webster St. 402-551-4888
www.cathedralartsproject.org
Gallery hours: Tuesday to Friday, 11 a.m.to 4 p.m.,
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m, third Sunday of each month
to April 8 Phil Hawkins
Installations April 24 to June 5 Contemporary Fiber Artists
Opening reception, Sunday, April 24, 1 to 3 p.m.
Connect Gallery
3901 Leavenworth St.
402-991-8234 www.connectgallery.net
Gallery hours: Wednesday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
April 6 to 30
Anne Burkholder: Rivers of Nebraska
Artist Reception, Friday, April 8, 5:30 to 9 p.m.

Anderson O’Brien Fine Art Old Market
1108 Jackson Street 402-884-0911 www.aobfineart.com
Gallery hours: Monday to Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 5:30
p.m., Thursday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday 12
www.aobfineart.com
Gallery hours: Monday to Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sunday 112 a.m. to
3 p.m.
New works include acrylics by Gib Neal, oils paintings by
Wendy Hall, and jewelry by Lori Paulsen

Omaha Community Playhouse
6915 Cass St. 402-553-0800 ww.omahaplayhouse.com
Hawks Mainstage Theater
After Anne’s husband dies of leukemia, she vows to keep his
memory alive through a memorial. She and “friends of a certain age” drop their trousers and discover their courage as
they pose for a nude (but tasteful) calendar to raise funds. As
the women experience newfound stardom due to their
increasingly popular calendar, their bonds of friendship are
tested. Based on a true story and adapted from the film of
the same name.

Shelterbelt Theatre
3225 California St. 402-341-2757
www.shelterbelt.org The Feast—April 15 to May 8
Are you hungry? You are invited to “The Feast,” where no
meat is served. In a new post-meat reality, hungry dinner
guests wait for a latecomer to arrive before they can eat. As
their stomachs growl, they cling to traces of civilization
before eventually reverting to angry beasts, driven mad by
the violent needs of the body and spirit.

SNAP Productions
3225 California St. 402-341-2757
www.snapproductions.comHarbor
Next production in May.
Blue Barn Theatre
1106 S. 10th St. (New Location)
402-345-1576 www.bluebarn.org
The Christians—to April 17
Twenty years ago, Pastor Paul's church was nothing more
than a modest storefront. Now he presides over a congregation of thousands, with classrooms for Sunday school, a coffee shop in the lobby, and a baptismal font as big as a swimming pool. Then Paul delivers a sermon about salvation that
divides his congregation; those divisions play out in a series
of intense conversations between the pastor, an associate
pastor, a church elder, the pastor’s wife and a congregant.

To Advertise in This Publication Call 402-714-1016
Email: midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com
Visit: www.midtownmonitor.com
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First Unitarian Church of Omaha
3114 Harney Street

All are welcome

For more info visit. www.firstuuomaha.org

11am – 6pm, 16 Apr, 2016
at Elmwood Park
for more info visit earthdayomaha.org
“The only way forward, if we are going to improve the
quality of the environment, is to get everybody
involved.”
— Richard Rogers

Holland Lecture
Follow-Up Event
at First Unitarian Church
Climate Change and Religious values: Facing the
Future
Tuesday, May 17 from 7:00-8:30pm;

People's Film Festival
at 7 p.m. Common Room.
April 4. "Feeding Frenzy". A startling 70% of adults are now
obese or overweight. The film trains its focus on the processed
food industry and outmoded government policies.
April 18. "Call of Life". A documentary which investigates
the threat posed by the rapid and.massive loss of biodiversity
on the planet.

Exploring Humanistic Perspectives in Literature:
Loren Eiseley: The Unexpected Universe
Tuesday. April 26 at 7pm in the Common Room
With Ron Knapp
The poet W. H. Auden wrote “Dr. Eiseley, happens to be an
archaeologist, an anthropologist, and a naturalist, but, if I
understand him rightly, the first point he wishes to make is
that in order to be a scientist, an artist, a doctor, a lawyer, or
what-have-you, one has first to be a human being.” We will
explore several of Eiseley's literary gems about the human
place in an “unexpected universe.”
Our programs seek to bring together Unitarian humanists,
secular humanists, and others who are interested in literature.
We would love to have you join us!
The Tolerant Atheist Group Meeting
The meeting will be in the Common Room on Thursday
April 14, starting at 7pm. The doors will open at 6pm for
those interested in “Bring Your Own Dinner” socializing and
conversation.
for more info on all these visit firstuuomaha.org

Location: Sanctuary, First Unitarian Church, 3114 Harney

OTOC (Omaha Together One Community)
Spring Fundraiser

On May 11, 2016, distinguished Holland lecturer
Naomi Oreskes will present “Denial: The Easy Answer to
Global Warming.” In order to continue the conversation
and to encourage action, a follow-up program hosted by Dr.
Roger Bergman, director of Creighton University’s Justice
and Peace Studies.
First Unitarian wants to open this conversation to
increase understanding among people from all faith traditions about the need to address climate change with a
change of heart.
The follow-up program will be focused on how we should
respond ethically to what is known about climate change.
Please join us for this opportunity to share your
concerns, questions, and insights about climate change, a
global ethical concern critical to everyone’s future. Dr.
Bergman will facilitate the conversation that emerges with
the aim of discovering insights from diverse belief perspectives about this contemporary moral challenge.

Celebrating Community
April 9, 6-9:30pm at the Omaha Hot Shops
OTOC is currently working on important issues, such as
Medicaid expansion in Nebraska, mental health issues,
vacant properties in North Omaha, and advocating
on climate change.
We invite you to attend the OTOC’s Annual
Fundraiser for an evening with fellow Omahans who want
to make Omaha a better place to live. There will be a silent
auction, cash bar, appetizers, and live music. Enjoy the Hot
Shops. Learn about OTOC. Renew friendships. Meet likeminded, fun people. Tickets are $20. For more information,
contact Janet West: jmasonwest77@yahoo.com.
OTOC is a non-profit, non-partisan 501(c)(4)
organization. Contributions to OTOC are not tax
deductible. OTOC does not endorse candidates.
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Midtown Business Directory

Help Wanted
Garden clean up/ yard work,
misc odd jobs. $. per hour
depends on experience. Must be
reliable, mostly work mornings

Call: 402-714-1016

Piano Lessons
Experienced, caring teacher
with Master’s degree.
Children and adults of
all ages welcome.
Donna Zebolsky, 991-5774.

Invest in Your Business.. and Watch it Grow!
Advertising Rates for Business Directory....
Business card $80 one time (larger example above)
1/2 business card size ad. $45. one time or two for $80., 3 for $115.
1/4 bc size $25. or two for $45., 3 for $63.
All advertising must be prepaid for entire schedule, ads run consecutive months.

Call 402-714-1016
Email: midtownmonitor.omaha@gmail.com to inquire about display advertising rates.

Happy Spring!

Midtown Business Owners
You’re invited to the
MBA Meeting April 27, 2016
Noon, UNMC private dining room, just $10. for lunch.
Must make reservations by Friday prior to meeting.
E-mail contact@midtownbusinessassociation.org
or Peggy Case at pcase@snbomaha.com 402-449-0920

Joslyn Castle Garden Lecture Series
Every Wednesday in April at 7 p.m.

Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.

April 6: “Iris in your Gardens” Presented by Ron Crampton, Past President Iris Society
April 13: “Planting Native Plants to Encourage Pollinators” by Bob Henrickson, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
April 20: “Plants for the Sunny Side of the Garden” Presented by Addie Kinghorn, Horticultural Consultant
April 27: “Plants for the Shady Side of the Garden” Presented by Jan Riggenbach, Syndicated Garden Columnist
All lectures are free and open to the public More Info– 402.595.2199 Seating is limited. free onsite parking

