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Letter From the President

DMPA Meeting
November 14th
Emerald Ash Borer
Diana Failla, Exec Director,
Urban Bird and Nature Alliance

Location and times:
Dundee Presbyterian Church
53rd & Underwood Ave

7:00 Social
7:30pm Meeting
Bring a friend or two.

Meetings are always held
the second Monday
of the month.
Jan - May and Sept - Nov.

The Noise of Time
Normally, this time of year, it seems football is a focus of
much conversation. This year is different. It is not that there is no
football talk, but election talk is everywhere, and does not bring warm
and cozy feelings to any of us. What we need now, even before the
election, is a time of healing. I recently read a book by British author,
Julian Barnes, The Noise of Time. What a beautifully written book it
is – about the Russian classical music composer, Dmitiri
Shostakovich, with much focus on the period of his life in the 1930’s,
when at one point was declared the peoples’ enemy based on an opera
he composed that displeased the political powers. One passage in the
book, so eloquent, made me think about our current stressful – and
noisy – times in a new way. I beg your patience as I share it with you,
and I hope you find beauty and hope for the human spirit in it as I do.
“What could be put up against the noise of time? Only that
music which is inside ourselves – the music of our being – which is
transformed by some into real music, which over the decades, if it is
strong and true and pure enough to drown out the noise of time, is
transformed into the whisper of history.”
Trees – November DMPA Meeting
At our November neighborhood meeting, on the 14th (always
the second Monday), we will hear all about the emerald ash borer
threatening the city’s substantial population of ash trees, and how the
loss of these trees will affect our neighborhood. Our guide to matters
of trees will be Diana Failla, President of the Midtown Neighborhood
Alliance and Executive Director of Urban Bird and Nature alliance.
Over the past month, I have been thinking quite a bit about trees –
and unsuccessfully searching for a poem I remember from years ago
entitled “The Speed of Trees” – and pondering their majesty, strength,
beauty, and how much they give us by just being among us. I came
across a well known poem by Ella Wheeler Wilcox, “Go Plant a Tree.”
I will not share the entire poem here – don’t want to try your patience
– but a few excerpts:
“God, what a joy it is to plant a tree
And from the sallow earth to watch it rise,
Lifting its emerald branches to the skies….”
And it goes on:
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President’s Message
Continued from front page.

the legislation repealing the Nebraska death penalty. There
are many resources out there to learn about your candidates
and the ballot issues. So please participate in this most
important civic duty, being fully prepared to exercise wisely
your privilege as an American citizen.

“Nature has many marvels; but a tree
Seems more than marvelous. It is divine.
So generous, so tender, so benign.”
As we see all the ash trees marked for demise, perhaps we can find some solace and inspiration in the words of
this poem. As another line in the poem says:
“Yes, ‘tis a goodly and gladsome thing to plant a tree.”
Over the years (37 and counting) that I have lived
in my home, with the ’97 snow storm, blight, wind, and passage of time to old age, all taking their toll on my trees, I
think I have planted over 12 trees in my small yard, some of
which have succumbed to nature’s forces, but all of which I
have deeply treasured. And that number does not include
those stately volunteer walnuts and glorious red buds that I
find so appealing. No matter how many ash trees we lose,
we can do our “goodly and gladsome thing” by planting even
more trees!
So Long Flower Baskets!
In mid-October, Dan Rock and his crew removed
all 480 flower baskets. They have served us well, beautifying our neighborhood for fully five months, May to
October. Again, thank you, Dan and all those who helped
out to keep them gorgeous, healthy, and watered for the
entire season. With the light poles bare once again, block
captains are now in the process of reminding neighbors that
it is time to begin providing the flower basket funds for next
year. So, if you enjoy our iconic flower baskets, and wish to
see them on your block next year, please make your donation
now, either through our website or through your block captain.

Memorial Park Trail – Great News!
You all know that convenient and well traveled trail
on the west side of Memorial Park. Those of you who run,
bike or walk the trail know that it has been in serious need
of renovation for quite some time, with asphalt cracked and
bumpy – causing bones to rattle as one peddles along the
trail, as Councilman Pete Festersen describes it.
Councilman Festersen has worked to have the city put that
project up in the priority list for several years, and it is now
happening! The project includes removing the asphalt and
replacing it with smooth concrete from the playground on
Underwood south to Dodge. It will be complete by the time
you receive this newsletter, so enjoy the nice smooth surface
as you get your exercise – or make your way to UNO.
Councilman Festersen has said that he will continue to work
on extending the renovation from Dodge all the way to the
south, as far as is needed.
Enjoy your November, have a great Thanksgiving
holiday, and see you in the neighborhood!
Stay up to date on our news through our website:
www.Dundee-Memorial Park.org

Holiday Lights on Dundee –
Thursday, December 1, 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Once again, the Dundee merchants are organizing
a post-Thanksgiving, pre-Christmas holiday celebration.
There will be hayrack rides, cookie decorating, and of
course, a visit from Santa. Keep an eye open for the posters
in merchants’ windows for more details.
Final Word on the Election
For those who have not voted before election day, I
urge you to make certain you vote, but not to just appear in
the voting booth with pencil in hand, but also to do whatever research you need to do to be an informed voter. Know
the candidates, the responsibilities of the offices in which
they wish to serve, and the two issues on the ballot: the
county bond issue and the referendum on the retention of
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More Trees for Dundee
Again this year, Dundee-Memorial Park participated in the Re-Tree Midtown program of the Midtown
Neighborhood Alliance. This program provides new trees to be planted along the public right of way at no cost to
homeowners. Dundee-Memorial Park has participated every year since 2008 with nearly 200 new trees having been
planted in our neighborhood.
This year's plantings were on Webster St., Burt St., Cuming St. and izard St. between 50th St. and 52nd St.
A total of 21 new trees were planted by volunteers organized by Boy Scouts Jack Pfeiffer and Simon Smith. We had
a fantastic turnout of volunteers on October 8th and Oct. 22nd for the plantings. As the City continues to remove old
Silver Maple and Ash trees, programs like Re-Tree Midtown become even more important as we try to maintain the
neighborhood's mature tree canopy.

DMPA Meeting Schedule
November 14th - Emerald Ash Borer
No DMPA meeting in December
Next meeting January 9th, 2017
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Recently an acquaintance of mine asked me to
describe life in Dundee.
“Wild”, I replied. (Now I had
his full attention.) “Wild,
huh, as in lots of parties,
swinging singles, that sort of stuff?” he asked eagerly.
“Uh, no. Wild as in lots of wildlife, you know critters running freely.”
I swear the raccoons, possums, squirrels, rabbits
and all other types of wild animals catch the midtown bus
to move to Dundee. I think they have heard how good life
is here with no real predators except for the occasional
unchained dog or cat on the prowl. Big trees, mature
bushes and even chimneys provide safe haven and cozy
homes for urban wildlife. And Dundee residents are notoriously soft-hearted and kind to animals, so no wonder we
have lots of them roaming about freely. But they can
become pests.
Take for example Donna’s case. Donna, a
Dundee neighbor, wrote about her animal concern:
“We recently realized that bats are living behind
the siding loosened by roofers at the top peak of our
house.
Do you know someone who rids our old houses
of these or do you have an idea how to?”
Bats are a common problem in older neighborhoods. Almost everyone I know in our neighborhood has
a bat story or two.
Here are a couple of options to get them out of
your house.
The Animal Control division of the Nebraska
Humane Society will remove bats (and other critters) but
only if they present a danger or are injured. For the
removal bats in your attic, walls or other places you will
need to use a company that catches critters. There are several companies in the Omaha area who offer these services. Just make a quick Google key word search for “bat
removal Omaha”.
Or you can remove them or, more correctly, let
them remove themselves by creating a one way door.

Here's how you do that:
1. Use 1/4- to 1/2-inch wire screening or heavy
plastic mesh to cover the bats’ points of entry. Cut the
screening so that it covers the width of the hole and
extends approximately 3 feet below the hole. Bend the
screen into a tunnel that projects 3 to 5 inches from the
side of your house so that the bats can crawl between the
screen and the building and exit at the bottom.
2. Secure the mesh at the top and sides with duct
tape or staples and leave the bottom open.
3. Leave the one-way door in place for at least
three to five days or until you are sure that all bats have
left the building, then remove the door and permanently
seal the opening.
The reason this method works is because bats
find their way around mostly by sense of smell rather
than sight. So they will come back to the opening in the
siding and are able to smell that they are home through
the mesh, but they won't be able to crawl through the
mesh there and they aren't able to see their way back from
the end of the screen tunnel.
One note of caution...you should wait until
September or later to do this. Bats bear their young from
mid-May to mid-August and if you block the adults from
getting back to their young the baby bats will starve to
death. Not only is this cruel and inhumane, you probably
don't want to cope with the smell of dead animals inside
your home.
Connections
For an online archive of previous articles go to:
http://www.dundee-memorialpark.org/

Color
is now available in the
DMPA Newsletter!
Call 402-714-1016 for info.
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Dundee Community Garden Fall Update
It’s time to wrap up another great gardening season at the Dundee Community Garden. We had a lovely fall
and harvested another bumper crop of sweet potatoes in October. We estimate that we dug up 1300 pounds of potatoes, with several potatoes weighing in at over 10 pounds!
Sweet potato harvest is always a fun group effort. We clip the potato vines and cart them off to a large off-site
compost pile (thank you, Big Muddy Urban Farm in the Gifford Park neighborhood!) before we can start digging in
the soil with our pitchforks. This year we found about ten snakes while digging the potatoes, as well as a number of
field mice. That always makes for an exciting morning!
Everyone who helps out gets to take home sweet potatoes to store for the fall
and winter. We donated two grocery cart-fuls of potatoes to the Underwood Tower,
as well as took some to our local firefighters, donated a couple boxes to Marks Bistro
for use in their restaurant, and took some to the Elmwood Tower for their residents
and restaurant.
We donated just under 1000 pounds of total produce this year, with most of
it going to our neighbors living across the street at the Underwood Tower.
After digging up the sweet potatoes, we planted a cover crop of three types of
clover to over-winter and dig into the soil next spring. Cover crops help keep down
weed growth, as well as provide nutrients for the soil.
We worked on increasing our pollinator habit throughout the garden this
year, and we planted a “Bloom Box” of pollinator plants from the NE Statewide
Arboretum this fall. “Bloom Boxes” are created by the Arboretum and the UNL
Dept. of Entomology to educate gardeners and help them create habitat for pollinaEric Williams riding his bike home with
tors using native plants and grasses.
a
Also this fall, we were recognized by UNL-Extension as being a Certified five-gallon bucket of sweet potatoes.
Nebraska Pollinator Habitat. Certification depends on providing a diversity of plant
material for both nectar and pollen; having plants that flower from early spring through late fall; providing food sources
for butterflies and moths in both larval and adult stages; providing shelter for pollinators to nest and overwinter; avoiding pesticides; and practicing sustainable conservation procedures.
The garden is being put to bed for winter, but you’re welcome to stroll through the garden at any season. Many
flowering plants will be left standing over the winter—the dead stalks, leaves, and seedheads provide food and protection for the birds and other wildlife that will spend winter at the garden. Happy Fall, and we’ll be back next spring!

Eric Williams riding his bike home with a
five-gallon bucket of sweet potatoes.

Above: Kevin Reagan with 10 lb sweet
potato.
Left: Lori Huebert pushing a cart of
sweet potatoes across 49th St. to
donate to the Underwood Tower.

A.V. Sorensen Library & Recreation Center
48th & Cass Streets
Library Info: 444-5274 ww.omahapubliclibrary.org
Tues & Thurs 10 am - 8 pm Wed, Fri, Sat 10 am- 6 pm Closed Sunday & Monday

Recreation Center info: 444-5596 www.cityofomaha.org/parks
Saturday 8:30 am - 12 pm Mon - Thurs 8:30 am - 8:30 pm Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
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Dundee Classified /Want Ads

Reserve this spot
for next month
For pennies per household.
ellenshurson@gmail.com

Available to watch your
house as needed. Call
Audrey 402-677-4258.
Excellent References.

Advertising Rates: $8 for three lines plus $2 for each additional line. $14 for a three line ad run for two consecutive
months. 25 characters per line, count all spaces & punctuation.
Submissions will be edited to fit contracted space. Send check
to Shurson Publishing, 131 N. 31 Avenue, 68131.
Email: ellenshurson@gmail.com or call 402- 551-6787.

DMPA Online www.dundee-memorialpark.org
Facebook : Dundee Memorial Park
Twitter: DundeeMemorial

Newsletter Deadline
The 15th of the preceding month
for all advertising and article submissions.
(check for possible extension.)

Please Check
Your Mailing label
Please renew before your membership lapses.
Multi-year memberships are available.

Dundee-Memorial Park Association

Membership Form

Name (s) ______________________________________
Address: _________________________________________ Zipcode ___________
Phone _______________________ E-mail: _____________________________
Multiple year membership discounts : Family 2 year - $20, Senior 2 year -$10, Business 2 yr $30

Yes, you may list my name in the newsletter as a ____new member ____ renewal.

Annual
Membership
Dues:
Family $12
Senior $6
Business $20
Multiple year
discounts available

Send form (Photo copy acceptable) and checks made out to DMPA to
Eli McNichols 5017 1/2 Cass St, Omaha, NE 68132
(Please DO NOT send to p.o. box.)

____ I would like to learn about volunteer opportunities.
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To avoid delay... Please send all membership renewals to address on membership form, on the other side of this page.
Please. DO NOT send membership forms to the address above.

Dundee Neb.,
A Pictorial History
Hundreds of fabulous photos & historical facts
$47 hardcover collector’s edition
Available at Dundee Bank
50th & Underwood,
or by mail order from Shurson Publishing,
email: ellenshurson@gmail.com
Or call 402-714-1016.

If you were advertising here....
you could be getting calls right now!
To advertise call 402-714-1016

