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Letter From the President

DMPA Meeting
Next meeting
February 13th
Location and times:
Dundee Presbyterian Church
53rd & Underwood Ave

7:00 Social
7:15 pm Meeting
Bring a friend or two.

Meetings are always held
the second Monday
of the month.
Jan - May and Sept - Nov.

We Love our
Members!
Join us Today.

Frosty February!
As I write this, we are in the middle of what may become referred
to as “the Jupiter ice storm of 2017.” One of my fond memories from childhood, probably because I associate it with an image, a photograph my father
took of me sitting on the front stairs by the window looking out onto the
front lawn, marveling at the new snow carpet sparkling in the glow of the
porch light and stretching into the shadows, covering all, like soft clouds
inviting play. So far this winter, we have had little of that magic, but I came
across a Haiku from the 1700’s that revealed how the wonderment of fresh
snow is shared across centuries, generations, and cultures.
Footprints have marred, in passing to and fro
Pure perfection: the never-trodden snow.
-- Yayu (1701-1783)
In one of my Haiku books, Haiku is said to describe “The ‘Ah-ness
of things,’ a feeling for natural loveliness tinged with the sadness at its transience.” (A Net of Fireflies, by Harold Stewart) It is one thing to watch a
spectacular sunset knowing it is so short lived, quite another to see the
“never-trodden snow” and wish it to remain untouched in its perfection just
a little bit longer. Ah, the Ah-ness of things.
Past Presidents
Our current neighborhood association, the DMPA, was preceded
by the Dundee Village Community Council (DVCC), formed in 1962 as an
activist community preservation and betterment organization. In one or
more future newsletters, we will give interesting history of the DVCC’s
actions, challenges, and history, with Lannie McNichols providing the eyewitness accounts. So, the neighborhood has had an active association for
over 50 years, perhaps a year or two longer than the Drazi Land Memorial
Day Picnic! During these decades, our predecessors and current neighbors
have accomplished many amazing things. In the few months I have left as
president, I would like to share some stories of and by our predecessors and
what they are particularly pleased about in terms of their and our neighborhood’s legacies.
From Jerry Ahlvers
Jerry and Hedy Ahlvers, devoted residents of Dundee for 47 years,
participated together in numerous DMPA activities over the years, neighborhood meetings, board meetings, and Jerry served as DMPA president.
As many of you may know, Hedy passed away several weeks ago, after a long
illness. We extend our condolences to the Ahlvers family. Hedy’s memory
will live long in Dundee, where she was deeply appreciated, loved and
respected. I asked Jerry to give me something I could share in this newsletter about his neighborhood association activities, and this is what he gave
me:
Continued on page 4
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After a weekend trip to Kansas City, Hedy was inspired to
do something to commemorate Dundee’s history. The two
of them came up with the idea of the streetcar wall, now visible to all at the Underwood-Happy Hollow intersection.
Jerry and Hedy brought the idea to the DMPA board,
where they were told I was a great idea, but too costly and
time consuming. Jerry and Hedy said they could do it, with
the help of the wonderful Dundee/Memorial Park residents,
and they set out to get it done. Over the next year or so, they
put together plans, renderings, selected a sculptor, negotiated with the city for the right to install it on city property,
monitored the work as it progressed (at the sculptor’s
Beatrice studio), and supervised the ultimate installation,
about 18 months after beginning the process. The project
was made possible by donations totaling about $150,000 all
of it from neighborhood residents, and the dedication was
held September 21, 2002. Jerry said the site was chosen
because the Dundee Streetcar turned around at that spot to
head back downtown. He said he hopes it will be there for
years to come for all to enjoy. I might add that Jerry, and
the DMPA board, remain involved in maintaining the
structure, its lighting, and landscaping. We are all very
grateful for Jerry’s and Hedy’s many contributions to the
neighborhood over the years. Their daughter, Raquel, is carrying on their family tradition as DMPA board member and
organizer of the annual Dundee garage sale weekend.

Bus Rapid Transit “BRT”
At our well attended January meeting, we heard all
about the proposed Bus Rapid Transit (“BRT”) system,
planned for the Dodge corridor between the Old Market
and Westroads –Jason Ross, the BRT Outreach
Coordinator, and Craig Moody, of ModeShift Omaha (and
recently elected OPPD board member), were our presenters.
This is a major project which I find exciting to see happen.
To remain a city of vitality and attractive to young people,
Omaha’s challenge is to encourage development that allows
city residents to reduce dependence on cars, and even eliminate the need for second, third or fourth cars in a single
family. Just in the past two months, two young couples I
know have told me they have eliminated their second cars!
The development of Omaha’s BRT is a tremendous first
step in this direction, and will make a huge, positive difference, provided we all support it. If you did not make it to
the meeting, you may go on line to OMetro.com and click
on Bus Rapid Transit to learn about the project, and there
more public meetings providing additional opportunities to
ask questions, provide suggestions, and see how it is taking
shape. Many decades ago, Dundee flourished because of the
Dundee streetcar, commemorated in the neighborhood
sculpture, and with a BRT stop planned for 50th and
Dodge, Dundee will once again benefit from convenient,
forward-looking public transit.

And from BJ Reed
“I really got active about a decade ago and the number of projects were astounding, in my view. They ranged
from working on ways to improve the Memorial Park rose
garden and working on an improved design of the Dundee
Business District. We had Bill Kelly getting signs built to
show the entrances to Dundee, with Dave Schinzel supervising their installation, work by Bill and others to get all the
light poles painted, work by Cate Kratville to survey the
neighborhood for historic district designation and on and on
the list goes. Two of my favorite things included the luck of
having Cate take all the [historic] building permits out to
make copies and while she was doing it the City destroyed
all the [old] permits east of 72nd Street – we have the only
copies! Another was riding around a car with Bill, Cate,
Bob Welk, and Marty Myers on Thanksgiving weekend rating Christmas lights. I am not sure we picked the best decorations, but we sure had a lot of fun! We never got the
Bosco baseball statue replaced in Elmwood Park, but we can
be proud of all our fellow neighbors making this the best
place to live in the Midwest!”
I might add that, due to his heavy time commitments as UNO Vice Chancellor, BJ has recently stepped
down from the board, but he still makes himself available to
the board as needed, and has continued to be the “holder of
the barricades” for neighborhood block parties.

Garage Sale Weekend
This year’s garage sale is scheduled for the weekend
of May 18-21. That gives us all plenty of time to sort
through our “stuff” with a view to lightening our load, clearing out clutter, and entering spring with a renewed vigor for
keeping what we need and passing the rest on to others who
may find more use for it. Whether we hold a garage sale,
donate to a charity, or pitch into a recycle bin, it feels so
good to de-clutter!
DMPA February Meeting – Film Streams
For our February meeting, on the 13th, Rachel
Jacobson and Casey Logan of Film Streams will be giving us
an update on the plans for our beloved Dundee Theater. In
their presentation, they will share visual plans as well as giving us information about the expanded programming. Once
again, we have much to be grateful for with all the skill, talent, and dedication the Film Streams staff brings to us.
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President’s Message
Flower Planting
Mary Green, DMPA board member in charge of flower basket planting, reminds us it is again time to sign up for
the annual Begonia Planting Days at Indian Creek Nursery on Saddle Creek. She has an article elsewhere in this newsletter with details. I urge you to give it a try – once you have participated and had the joy of planting begonias with neighbors, you will not want to miss out the next year. Yes, it is habit forming, or I should say “tradition forming.”
Please see Mary’s article that will give you the details on how to sign up for the flower-planting/lunch party. Thank you,
Mary!
Flower Basket Contributions
One final note about our iconic and treasured flower baskets. To grow and maintain (water and fertilize) over 400
flower baskets each year, it takes a substantial amount of money. We have block captains who collect funds from neighbors. In the past year or two, we have made it possible for you to donate for flower baskets on the DMPA website, for
which we thank Secret Penguin’s Dave and Sara Nelson, our website gurus. If you choose to donate using the website,
please, let your block captain know you have done so, and if you do not know your block captain, or don’t have one, give
Peter Manhart a call and let him know. We all like to see flower baskets on every lamp post, but they get there only if the
residents on that block have donated to cover the cost of them. Every year, it seems, there are some blocks disappointed
because they do not get baskets, as they did not know how to donate or that a donation was required. The DMPA does
all the work, neighbors need only donate to beautify their street and enjoy the flower baskets from May to October, although
we always need water brigade and flower planting volunteers.
Our next neighborhood meeting is 7:00 pm, Monday, February 13th, Dundee Presbyterian Church Dining Room.
Please join us!
Stay up to date on our news through our website: www.Dundee-Memorial Park.org
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Lots More Volunteers Needed
for Flower Basket Planting March 24 and 25
Spring is just around the corner! And we’ve got a way to make it come even sooner. Join your neighbors to create the
beautiful flower baskets that brighten our neighborhood and make it one of the best neighborhoods in Omaha.
We need about 35 volunteers each day to join us at Indian Creek nursery as we plant the 450 baskets. Volunteers insert
40 tiny begonia plants around the perimeter of the basket, then turn the baskets over to the Indian Creek staff, who fill the baskets with soil and add more begonia and ivy plants to the top.
We’ve got some great food from our local Dundee restaurants lined up to keep volunteers happy! There’s no better way
to meet your neighbors, do a good turn for the neighborhood, and sample food from neighborhood restaurants. Please sign up
to help out this year!
Date:

Friday March 24 -

Saturday March 25

Time:

10-3 (both days) -

Lunch provided by local Dundee restaurants!

Location:

Indian Creek Greenhouse
303 N. Saddle Creek Road
(Greeenhouse is on the SE corner of the property)

To volunteer for one or both days, sign up online at www.dundee-memorialpark.org, or e-mail Mary Green at
megreen4@cox.net, or leave a message at 402-556-1830. You can also sign up at the monthly DMPA meetings.
Mary Green, Flower Basket Chair

DMPA Meeting Schedule
This month’s meeting February 13th, 2017
Next meeting March 13th

Save the Date!
May 18th, 19th, 20th & 21st

DMPA Annual Garage Sale Weekend will be
here before you know it. Start going through your closets,
ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞƌŽŽŵ͕ĂƚƚŝĐ͕ŐĂƌĂŐĞĂŶĚǁŚĞƌĞǀĞƌĞůƐĞǇŽƵŚĂǀĞ͞ƐƚŽƌĞĚ͟
all those goodies.

Details to follow. Look for online sign-up www.dundee-memorialpark.org
Questions contact Raquel Ahlvers @ raquel.ahlvers@cbshome.com #402.301.7653
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Help Our Gardens Grow
Do you want to help your neighborhood this year?
Consider a donation to the Omaha Sunken
Gardens Project.
The project, a public/private partnership, will
restore the historic gardens along Omaha’s Happy
Hollow Boulevard and create a safe community
green space that will add to Omaha’s list of worldclass attractions.
The gardens, once part of Omaha’s historic park
and boulevard system, featured formal beds and a
small lake on the north end. The project’s environmentally responsible master plan calls for
dividing the gardens into three sections:
- A formal garden in the center
- A safe sledding zone on the north end
- A Great Lawn on the south end with an open
sports field suitable for football, ice skating and
other informal uses.
For more information, visit www.omahasunkengardens.org, and follow the project on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/omahasunkengardens.

DMPA Online
www.dundee-memorialpark.org
Facebook : Dundee Memorial Park
Twitter: DundeeMemorial
To advertise call 402-714-1016
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new patients

walk-ins
flu shots

well checks
same daeynts
appointm
5018 Underwood Ave, Suite 200, Omaha, NE 68132
We are located in the heart of Dundee, free parking in the back!
www.dundeepediatrics.com | P: 402-991-5678 | F: 402-991-5358
John Andresen, MDiv | Kimberly Christner, MD | Kurt Davey, MD
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A.V. Sorensen Library & Recreation Center
48th & Cass Streets
Library Info: 444-5274 ww.omahapubliclibrary.org
Tues & Thurs 10 am - 8 pm Wed, Fri, Sat 10 am- 6 pm Closed Sunday & Monday

Recreation Center info: 444-5596 www.cityofomaha.org/parks
Saturday 8:30 am - 12 pm Mon - Thurs 8:30 am - 8:30 pm Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm
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Looking for the
Old House Mechanic
article?

Dundee Classified /Want Ads

The archive of all the Old House Mechanic articles can be
found at dundeeoldhousemechanic.org.
(Thank you, Bill Kelly for building and maintaining this
website.)

Eclectic Book Review Club
The Eclectic Book Review Club, founded in 1949, is
announcing its Winter 2017 schedule.
Febr. 21 - Dr. Bud Shaw, founder of UNMC’s liver transplant department, will review his memoir, “Last Night in the
OR.”
Mar. 21 – Getzchman of the Omaha Public Library will
review “Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah.
Apr. 18 – Joe Starita of the UNL Journalism Department
will review his new book, “A Warrior of the People: How
Susan
La Flesche overcame Racial & Gender Inequality
to Become America’s First Indian Doctor.”
May 16 – Evelyn McKnight, a Hepatitis C survivor, will
review her book, “A Never Event: Exposing the Largest
Outbreak of
Hepatitis C in American Health Care History.”
The monthly meetings, which includes lunch and a book
review, are held at noon at the Field Club, 3615 Woolworth
Ave.
The cost is $13 per person per month.
To reserve a seat, call Rita at 402-553-3147. The reservation deadline is the Monday morning prior to the Tuesday
meeting.
Jane Meehan, program chairman 402-556-9452

Advertising Rates: $8 for three lines plus $2 for each additional line. $14 for a three line ad run for two consecutive
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Email: ellenshurson@gmail.com or call 402- 714-1016.

Newsletter Deadline
The 15th of the preceding month
for all advertising and article submissions.
(check for possible extension.)

Please Check
Your Mailing label
Please renew before your membership lapses.
Multi-year memberships are available.

Dundee-Memorial Park Association

Membership Form
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Multiple year membership discounts : Family 2 year - $20, Senior 2 year -$10, Business 2 yr $30

Yes, you may list my name in the newsletter as a ____new member ____ renewal.

Annual
Membership
Dues:
Family $12
Senior $6
Business $20
Multiple year
discounts available

Send form (Photo copy acceptable) and checks made out to DMPA to
Eli McNichols 5017 1/2 Cass St, Omaha, NE 68132
(Please DO NOT send to p.o. box.)

____ I would like to learn about volunteer opportunities.
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To avoid delay... Please send all membership renewals to address on membership form, on the other side of this page.
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Dundee Realtors & Residents
Work with realtors who know the market

www.THE AHLVERS GROUP.com
Jerry #402.968.3018/ Raquel #402.301.7653

Dundee Neb.,
A Pictorial History
Hundreds of fabulous photos & historical facts
$47 hardcover collector’s edition
Available at Dundee Bank
50th & Underwood,
or by mail order from Shurson Publishing,
email: ellenshurson@gmail.com
Or call 402-714-1016.

If you were advertising here....
you could be getting calls right now!
To advertise call 402-714-1016

